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Jérôme Lejeune
To the Least of These 
My Brothers & Sisters

present
a film by François Lespés

Dr. Jérôme Lejeune, physician, geneticist, 
and researcher, gained international fame 
through his discovery of the cause of Down 
syndrome, with the team of Professor Turpin 
in 1958. 

With his discovery, he changed the 
perceptions of people with Down syndrome, 
who flocked to his medical practice by the 
hundreds. He had only one obsession: to 
someday find a cure for his patients, who he 
referred to as “his little ones.”

In 1969, he received the William Allen Memorial Award in San Francisco from the American 
Society of Human Genetics, the highest award a geneticist could receive. There, he delivered 
a speech defending the dignity of the human embryo causing an earthquake among his 
colleagues. He was aware that his discovery had opened the door to the abortion of children 
with genetic anomolies, and he dedicated his life to searching for a cure, and fighting against 
this trend - both in a heroic effort to defend the lives of those he loved so dearly.

20 years after his death, the director, François Lespes probes the character of the man and his 
unexpected fate. His presentation of this amazing personality  can leave no one indifferent, 
and challenges its viewers to consider their own commitment to serving their conscience 
in the defense of human life.  Jerome Lejeune to the least of these presents a great man of 
science who never turned aside from his beliefs, regardless of the personal cost.

This DVD presents the documentary with English voices dubbed over the French. Also 
included are versions in French and with Spanish subtitles. Also included is a bonus collection 
of additional recollections by his friends, family, and former colleagues who reflect on his faith, 
his varied interests and talents, and ultimately his profound humanity. 
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